
Ops to capture and 
shift ‘Karuppan’ to 
resume next week
P  S R I N I V A S A N  @ Erode

FOREST department will 
resume next week its operation 
to capture and relocate wild el-
ephant Karuppan, which con-
tinues to threaten residents of  
villages in Sathyamangalam 
Tiger Reserve (STR).

Officials from forest depart-
ment said, “The lone tusker has 
been a constant threaten to the 
people living in Thalavadi, Has-
anur and Jeerahalli forest 
ranges under the STR for the 
past few months. The operation 
to capture it started on January 
12 and the elephant was sedated 
twice during the operation. 
However, the elephant escaped 
and didn’t come out of  the for-
est for two weeks due to which 
the attempt to capture it was 
suspended temporarily.”

“Now, for the past few days, 
the elephant has been coming 
to the farm lands adjacent to 
hills, especially towards Maha-
rajapuram and nearby villages 
in Thalavadi forest range. The 

elephant even enters  areas un-
der Jeerahalli forest range. The 
elephant has already claimed a 
few human lives. So the villag-
ers get scared on seeing it,” 
they added.

S Sathish, ranger of  Thala-
vadi, said, “The task of  captur-
ing Karuppan, which was tem-
porarily suspended, will 
resume from next week based 
on instructions from higher of-
ficials. This time additional ex-
perts will be included in the 
team.”

“Usually when fire crackers 
are burst or if  a torch is light-
ed, elephants go away. But 
Karuppan has a tendency to 
come towards the light due to 
which it has been difficult to 
drive it away. It doesn’t go even 
if  firecrackers are burst,” he 
added.

Ramasubramaniam, ranger 
of  Jeerahalli, said, “We are 
ready to drive away the ele-
phant. The villagers have also 
been advised to be cautious in 
this regard.”

‘Athikadavu project will 
be commissioned soon’
Erode: Housing and Urban 
Development Minister S 
Muthusamy said on Tuesday that 
the trial run of Athikadavu - 
Avinashi project , which began 
last month, will be completed in 
15 days. Speaking to reporters, 
Muthusamy said, “Athikadavu - 
Avinashi project will soon be 
made available for public use, the 
works for which are in progress. 
The previous AIADMK government 
has left some of the tasks 
incomplete. After the DMK came 
to power, we met the farmers and 
completed the works. Steps have 
been taken to provide adequate 
compensation to the farmers, 
who gave land for the project.” 
“Out of six pumping stations, four 
stations have completed a trial 
run. Chief Minister MK Stalin will 
implement the project soon,” the 
minister added. ENS

Minister Velu inspects works at Nilgiris

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nilgiris

HIGHWAYS Minister EV Velu 
and MP A Raja, on Tuesday in-
spected the construction of  a 
bridge on Thalaikundha- Kal-
hatty -Theppakkadu road. The 
old bridge was washed away 

during the rains.
Speaking to media persons 

Velu said the new bridge is be-
ing constructed at a cost of  ̀ 199 
lakh. It measures 6.20 metres in 
width and will have two spans.

The minister also inspected 
the roller barriers that were set 

up to prevent motorists from 
falling into the gorge at the 
hairpin bend of  Kalhatty Ghat 
Road. 

“A Large number of  hairpin 
bends are located between Tha-
laikundha to Masinagudi road 
which is challenging for the 
drivers. Roller barriers like the 
ones used in Australia and USA 
have been installed in eight 
places at `1.75 crore to prevent 
accidents. The barriers were 
set up on trial basis and in fu-
ture will be replicated in other 
ghat roads,” he said.

“During the district collec-
tor’s meeting convened by the 
Chief  Minister MK Stalin who 
instructed the forest depart-
ment to give immediate approv-
al to carry out the road exten-
sion works. If  not the forest 
officials should also convey the 
reasons for it,” he added.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

AFTER the tragic incident, the 
state government on Tuesday 
told the Madras High Court 
that steps have been initiated 
in accordance with standard 
operating procedure (SOP) to 
handle the orphaned calves.

Making a submission before 
the first bench of  Acting Chief  
Justice T Raja and Justice D 
Bharatha Chakravarthy on be-
half  of  the forest department, 
additional advocate general 
(AAG) J Ravindran said a team 
led by forest veterinarian Pra-
kash has been taking care of  
the two calves. An expert team 
from Palakkad has also been 
called in, he said.

The bench directed the forest 
department to file a report on 
action proposed and on SOP for 
handling the calves within four 
weeks. The bench also directed 
the registry to tag the matter 
with other cases related to ele-
phant deaths being dealt by a 
special division bench.

The incident was mentioned 
before the bench by PIL activist 
Muralidharan and advocate SP 
Chokkalingam. They said that 
it is too difficult for the calves 
to survive without the lactating 
mothers and they must be made 
to join a new herd. Chokkalin-
gam recalled the human rear-
ing of  two calves, Ammukutty 
and Ragu, and a film was pro-
duced on their stories under 
the title of  “The Elephant Whis-
perers” which was nominated 
for Oscar Award.

The AAG, assisted by special 
govt pleader T Seenivasan, told 
the court that recommenda-
tions would be made to district 
collector to invoke Goondas Act 
against the farmer. He said 
joint patrolling has been car-
ried out by forest and Tangedco 
staff  and nine cases were 
booked against offenders for 
erecting illegal fences.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tiruppur

RESIDENTS of  Thekkalur and 
Avinashi staged a protest on 
Tuesday over the death of  a 
woman, who fell down while 
alighting from a private bus 
last week. They sought action 
against bus operators who op-
erate in unauthorised routes.

According to sources, on 
March 3, Selvi (47) of  Thekka-
lur was returning home from 
Thirumuruganpoondi and 

boarded a private bus at Am-
mapalayam. The conductor told 
her that the bus would not go 
via Thekkalur and asked her to 
get down. Even as she stepped 
down, the driver accelerated 
and her legs came under the 
rear wheel. She was taken to a 
private hospital, but was de-
clared dead. Thirumurugan-
poondi arrested the bus crew 

Condemning the death, vil-
lagers staged protest, They pri-
vate buses operated on outer 
ring road, avoiding villages.

Take action on private bus crew 
skipping route: T’pur villagers

TN ryots get better price as AP paddy arrival dips
N A C C H I N A R K K I N I Y A N  M  @ Tiruchy

AFTER several years, paddy 
farmers in Tamil Nadu are get-
ting a good price for their crop 
as demand for fine varieties 
has revived in the market after 
the Covid slump and arrivals 
from Andhra Pradesh and Tel-
angana have also dipped. If  the 
trend persists, retail price of  
rice may go up by `10 per kg 
across the state, sources said.

Rice mills which had huge 
quantity of  paddy due to fall in 
demand during Covid-19 lock-
down have exhausted their 
stocks after market revival and 
paddy arrivals from other 
states too are not enough to 
meet the demand, sources 
said.

A senior agriculture depart-
ment official said, “Private buy-
ers are offering good price for 
paddy. There is a significant dip 
in arrival of  Andhra variety 
BPT 5204 and Telangana varie-
ty RNR and there is increase in 
demand for fine paddy varie-
ties from local farmers. As pro-

curement price of  paddy by 
mills has gone up compared to 
previous years, retail price of  
popular rice varieties may go 
up from `.50 per kg to ` 60 per 
kg this year.”

“This year, I sold a paddy bag 
(63 kg per bag) for ` 1,400 to 
traders. The price was at least 
`300 more per bag compared to 
previous years. But major prob-
lem with private buyers are de-
lay in payment and unscientific 

weighing practices,” said A 
Vetrivel, a Lalgudi based 
farmer.

“Paddy varieties from And-
hra and Telangana capture our 
market because of  their lower 
price. There is paddy shortage 
in the market now but in the 
second season of  cultivation, 
the scenario can change,” he 
said.

N Rajendran of  the farmers’ 
front of  Tamil Manila Congress 

said “Bold varieties are pre-
dominantly cultivated for 
DPCs. In general, people use 
fine varieties of  rice for meals. 
Normally, by now, fine varieties 
from AP and Telengana would 
have come to our rice mills but 
the quantity of  paddy we re-
ceived so far this year is signifi-
cantly lower than previous 
years. This has created a de-
mand in the market for fine va-
rieties. Tiruchy farmers who 
have gone for Andhra BPT and 
Amman Ponni varieties are 
getting up to `.1,400.”

R A Raguraman, a rice mill 
owner from Vayalur, said, “Pad-
dy yield was good this year in 
Tiruchy. In my experience, this 
could be a record year in terms 
of  price for fine variety of  pad-
dy. Post Covid, in 2022, we saw 
demand for fine varieties peak-
ing and mill owners and trad-
ers used the opportunity to ex-
haust their stocks. Prices even 
went up to Rs.1,800 per bag. Ex-
pecting good demand this year,
mill owners and traders are pil-
ing up on paddy stocks.”

File photpgraph of paddy farmers at work 

Highways minister EV Velu checks out a newly installed roller barrier |  EXPRESS

Will find a new 
mom for the 
calves: Govt

IN THE HC

E X P R E S S  R E A D
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Requires ready to occupy building with a carpet area 
of approximately 1800 sq ft, preferably in the Ground 
Floor with adequate parking facility for customers and 
staff in PERIASEMUR on LEASE/Monthly Rental. 

Interested parties may collect offer letter format 
from Regional Ofce during business hours or can 
download from banks website, www.iob.in.

Completed offer letter with necessary enclosures 
should reach the following address before 5 PM on 
14.03.2023.

REQUIREMENT OF BRANCH PREMISES
FOR PERIASEMUR BRANCH

THE CHIEF REGIONAL MANAGER,
INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK,

REGIONAL OFFICE: IOB TOWERS,  
PARK-SATHY ROAD JUNCTION, ERODE - 638 003.

PHONE : 0424-2226273/9123517051

INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK
REGIONAL OFFICE –ERODE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Under instructions from and on behalf of my Client and his Company, 
Mr.E.VETRIVEL S/o Easwaramoorthi, Door No.64/55, Muthuvelappa Street, Erode 
Town, Erode District and CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER, SPAC STARCH PRODUCTS 
(INDIA) PRIVATE LIMITED located at Anthiyur Ammapettai Road, Poonachi 
village, Anthiyur Taluk Erode District 638314, I am issuing this Public Notice.
Whereas my Client intends to purchase the property currently held in the name 
of M/s.JAYAM SAGO PRODUCTS (Firm Registration Number 279/2001) (Formerly 
M/s.SELLAPPA SAGO FACTORY) having its Office at Door.No.273/3, Boothappaadi
Village, Anthiyur Taluk Erode District by virtue of Sale Deeds 992/2002 and 
1464/2002 registered at Sub Registrar Office, Ammapettai, from the Partners 
of the above Firm 1) K.Ramasamy S/o Karuppannan 2) Janaki W/o Ramasamy 
3) Vinod S/o K.Ramasamy 4) R.Vidya W/o Kovalan 5) J.Rajam W/o K.Jeeva 
6) V.Amuthavalli W/o Varanavasu.
In this connection, all kinds of Objections, Debt balances, Tax arrears, Court 
cases, Court attachments if any in the name of the above Firm, should be 
intimated with relevant evidences/documents either to my address and or to 
my Client’s address within 7 working days from the date of publication of this 
Public Notice and I hereby declare that claims such as above and received after 
the deadline will not be entertained and also will not bind my Client thereafter 
whatsoever.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY
Erode RD Ammapet Sub-RD, Bhavani Taluk, Bootappadi Village having an extent
of 3.17 Acres in S.F.No.34/1-Pu. Hec.2.57.0 Kist Rs.3.55 ( Old S.F.No. 201, 203) 
and common 1/5th share 0.09 Cents in S.F.No.35/2 Pu.Hec.0.18.0 Kist.0.25 (Old 
S.F.No. 205, 203) and 3.00 Acres in S.F.No.43/4 Pu.Hec.1.74.0 Kist Rs.4.82 
(Pa.Ka.Sa. No.198) Total 6.26-1/2 acres with R.C.C. building constructed in the 
said land and Sago Factory machineries.... etc

T. JAWAHAR B.Sc. B.L.,  Advocate
40 P, Allankadu, B.Komarapalayam 638183

Namakkal Dist.  Cell: 98651 43403


